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Mere  Rural  Sanitary  Authority. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Meimbers  of  the  Mere 
District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Ctentlemen, — • 

I  haAe  the  honour  to'  lay  before  you  my  report 
as  Medical  Officer  ‘of  Health  for  the  year  ending 
Deoember  31s(t,  1902. 

DEATHS. 

During  the  year  1902  the  deaths  registered  in  the 
district  numbered  88  against  70  registered  in  the 
previous  year.  These  shO'W  a  deathrate  of  17.2 
per  1,000  population  calculated  on  the  Census  es¬ 
timated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1902,  an  increase 
on  last  year  Of  the  deaths  7  were  of  children 
under  one  year  of  age,  equal  to  an  annual  death- 
rate  of  62.5  per  1,000  births.  43  deaths  were  of 
persons  65  years  of  age  and  upwards. 

According  to  the  quarters  of  the  year,  the  deaths 


were  as  follows:  — 

First  quarter  37 

Second  quarter  19 

Third  quarter  10 

Fourth  quarter  ...  ...  22 


88 

There  were  34  deaths  of  males  and  54  of  females. 


BIETHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered:  in  the  district 
during  the  year  was  112,  a  decrease  of  25  on  last 
year.  This  number  is  equal  to  an  annual  birth¬ 
rate  of  21.7  per  1,000  population.  51  births  were' 
of  males  and  61  of  females. 

MORTALITY  FROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES. 

Of  the  deaths  classified  according  to  their  causes, 
43  were  due  to  the  various  diseases  of  the  chest, 
viz.,  1  to  phthisis,  12  to  bronchitis,  6  to  pneumonia, 
1  to  pleurisy  and  23  to  diseases  of  the  heart.  The 
small  number  of  deaths  from  phthisis,  viz.,  one, 
compared  with  five  from  cancer  is  worthy  of 
notice.  Three  deaths  were  due  to  accidents. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

There  were  nine  dleathsi  from  zymotic  diseases 
during  the  year.  Of  these  five  were  due  to  whoop¬ 
ing  cough,  of  which  two  occurred  in  Stourton  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  June  and  three  in  Mere  during 
October  and  November.  Three  deaths  were  due 
to  diphtheria,  all  of  which  occurred  in  Stourton 
during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year,  when  a 
severe  epidemio  of  the  disease  was  prevalenjt  in 
the  parish.  One  death  was  returned  as  due  to  in¬ 
fluenza,  During  the  first  part  of  the  year  the  dis¬ 
trict  was  remarkably  free  from  infectious  diseases, 
but  during  the  last  six  months  various  diseases 
have  been  prevalent,  of  which  the  following  are 
the  movst  important:  — 

DIPHTHERIA. 

In  Pebruary  this  complaint  was  introduced  in 
the  town  of  Mere  by  a  person  iwho  came  from 
London  suffering  from  it,  and  seven  cases  were 
reported  in  that  and  the  following  mouths,  in 
August  the  disease  r^e- appeared  at  Zealsi  and  four 
cases  came  under  observation.  At  the  middle  of 
October  the  first  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  village 
of  Stourton  to  Ciome  under  treatment  was  reported, 
but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  some  child 
suffering  from  the  disease  in  a  mild  form  had 
attended  the  school  before  that  date,  as  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  first  case  was  soon  followed  by  a  very 
serious  outbreak  of  the  malady  in  the  parish, 
most  of  those  affected  having  been  children  who 
attended  the  school.  Between  the  appearance  of 
the  first  case  and  the  end  of  the  year  no  less  than 
35  cases  were  reported,  and  although  the  Sohools 
were  closed  and  precautions  taken  to  prevent  the 
diseiase  from  spreading,  fresh  cases  continued  to 
appear  until  the  beginning  of  December  when  they 
suddenly  ceased.  The  disease  proved  to  be  of  a 
very  malignant  type  and  highly  infectious,  the 
mere  entrance  to  a  house  where  the  disease  was 
being  sufficient  to  communicate  the  malady — and 
in  some  houses  child  after  child  was  a  victim  to 
the  complaint.  All  the  caseis  were  treated  by  in¬ 
jections  of  antitoxin,  and  in  thO'Sie  where  the 
remedy  was  used  early  the  benefit  of  the  treatment 
was  patent,  the  disease  being  apparently  arrested, 
and  oonvalesoenoe  established  in  a  few  days.  Of 
the  35  cases  reported  in  Stourton  only  three  died 
and  in  two  of  these  the  children  were  delicate, 
and  liable  to  succumb  to  any  serious  illness.  In 
the  third  case,  a  very  severe  one  in  an  adult,  medi¬ 
cal  advice  was  not  obtained  early  enough  for  the 
antitoxin  to  be  used  effectually.  Antitoxin  was 
also  largely  used  for  prophylactic  purposes,  and 
although  freely  mixing  with  the  infected  cases, 
no  person  so  protected  contracted  the  malady. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  cases  of 
diphtheria  reported  in  the  district  was  52  with 
only  three  deaths  or  about  6  per  cent.,  which  con¬ 
sidering  the  malignant  type  of  the  complaint  was 
a  very  low  percentage  and  compares  most  favour¬ 
ably  with  results  before  the  treatment  of  the 
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disieas'e  by  antitoxin  was  adopted.  Some  of  tb,e 
cases  were  followed  by  temporary  paralysis  of  the 
mriscles  of  the  palate,  bnt  I  did  not  seo  a  case  of 
general  paralysis  formerly  so  common  after  severe 
attacks  of  diphtheria. 


SCARLATINA. 

Only  five  oases  were  reported  in  the  district 
during  the  year,  four  of  which  oocnrred  in  Maiden 
Bradley  at  the  beginning  of  October.  The  infec¬ 
tion  was  clearly  introdnced  from  outside  the  dis¬ 
trict,  and  as  thei  disease  was  not  recognised  at  first, 
there  appeared  at  one  time  to  threaten  a  general 
epidemic,  which  fortunately  did  not  occur. 

MEIASLEB'. 

This  disease  was  prevalent  in  Maiden  Bradley 
and  the  Deverills  during  the  last  three  months  of 
the  year,  andi  it  was  considered  advisable  to  close 
the  Schools  on  account  of  it.  It  is  impossible  to 
mention  the  number  of  cases.  The  disease,  as  a 
rule,  appeared  in  a  severe  form,  but  uncompli¬ 
cated  so  no  death  resulted. 

WHOO'PING  COUGH. 

There  iwa.s  a  gen  era!  epidemic  o  f  Whooping 
Cough  in  Stourton  during  the  month  of  June  and 
another  in  the  town  of  Mere  later  in  the  year.  A 
large  percentage  of  the  children  residing  in  those 
localities  suffered  from  the  complaint,  and  many 
of  the  cases  were  complicated  with  pneumonia.  As 
a  result,  five  children  died,  three  in  Mere  and  two 
in  Stourton. 


INFLUENZA. 

This  disease  was  prevalent  all  over  the  district 
during  the  early  months  of  the  year,  but  was  of 
a  much  less  virulent  type  than  on  previous  occa¬ 
sions,  and  only  one  death  was  attributed  to  it. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  summer  and  autumn  of  last  year  have  been 
noted  for  a  general  giving  out  of  the  wells  in  the 
district,  many  having  failed  which  previously  had 
seldom  been  known  to  do  so.  This  no>  doubt  was 
due  to  the  deficiency  in  the  rainfall  during  the 
past  year,  and  the  Avant  of  water  was  most  marked 
in  those  portions  of  the  district  where  the  water 
supply  is  never  very  siatisfactory.  Fortunately 
much  is  being  done  to'  give  a  better  supply  to 
various  parishes,  and  I  trust  that  in  future  years 
these  parishes  will  not  depend  for  their  supply 
on  such  uncertaiii  sources  as  shallow  wells. 

The  Bradley  Estate  which  embraces  the  whole 
of  the  parish  of  Maiden  Bradley,  ha®  had  its  pri¬ 
vate  water  supply  considerably  augmented  during 
the  year,  and  the  niains  extended  to  outlying  farm? 
and  cottages  not  formerly  supplied.  At  Stourton 
a.  scheme  has  been  adopted  for  supplying  the 
greater  portionis  of  Stourton  and  Kilmington  with 
water,  the  wells  in  parts  of  the  latter  village  hav¬ 
ing  failed  completely  for  some  months.  The  work 
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is  well  advanced  and  will  probably  be  completed 
within  the  next  nine  months. 

In  November  a  Local  Government  Board  inquiry 
was  held  in  Mere  to  consider  the  echeme  for  the 
proposed  water  supply  of  Mere,  East  and  West 
Knoyle,  and  Sedgehill,  and  the  plans  submitted 
were  approved  by  the  Board.  The  wells  for  the 
supply  of  water  have  already  been  sunk,  and 
abundant  water  of  excellent  quality  obtained.  The 
work  of  laying  the  mains,  providing  a  pumping 
station  and  building  reservoirs  will  no  doubt  be 
soon  commenced,  and  if  the  plans  are  carried  out 
as  proposed,  those  x>o<rtions  of  the  district  which 
so  long  have  suffered  from  a  deficiency  of  water 
will  be  plentifully  siupplied,  and  when  this  is  aci- 
c'onipilished  thie  whole  of  the  district  will  have- 
abundance  of  water. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

During  the  past  year  much  general  sanitary 
work  has  been  carried  out  in  the  district  under 
the  direct  supervision  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
Altogether  54  houses  wdierie  infectious  disea.se3 
have  occurred  have  been  examined  and  33  have 
been  disinfected  and  cleansed.  House  drains  have 
received  careful  attention  91  having  been  laid  or 
relaid,  120  cleansed,  trapped  and  ventilated,  and 
70  insianitary  sinks  rectified.  Privies  and  closets 
have  required  frequent  inspection,  25  additional 
w.c._^s  have  been  provided,  and  15  repaired.  12 
additional  privies  have  been  provided,  22  cesspit 
closets  have  been  converted  into  w.c.^’s  and  25  to 
pail  closets.  From  frequent  inspections  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  district  is  at  present  in  a  more 
sanitary  condition  than  I  have  ever  known  it. 

Trusting  you  will  consider  this  report  for  the 
past  year  satisfactory, 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  POPE  BARTLETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Bourton,  January  30,  1903. 
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Total  population  at  all  ages . 5,210 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1902. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1902. 
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